Origin of the Vedanta.              23

the Upanishads, the impression they leave on
our mind is that they are sudden intuitions or
inspirations, which sprang up here and there, and
were collected afterwards. And yet there is
system in all these dreams, there Is a common
background to all these visions. There is even
an abundance of technical terms used by different
speakers so exactly in the same sense, that one
feels certain that behind all these lightning-flashes
of religious and philosophical thought there is
a distant past, a dark background of which we
shall never know the beginning. There are
words, there are phrases, there are whole lines
and verses which recur in different Upanishads,
and which must have been drawn from a common
treasury; but we receive no hint as to who col-
lected that treasury, or where it was hidden, and
yet accessible to the sages of the Upanishads.

This name of Upanishad means etymolo-
gically ' sitting near a person/ the French stance
or session, and these Upanishads may represent
to us the outcome of * sittings' or * gatherings'
which took place under the shelter of mighty
trees in the forests, where old sages and their